For Italian Americans, "making it" has come with a high price. It has cost them the language of their ancestors-the main means by which history is preserved and heritage passed on from one generation to the next. They have had to trade in or hide any customs that have been depicted as quaint, but labeled as alien, in order to prove equality to those above them on the ladder of success.4
It is only once the United States starts to celebrate multiculturalism that "badges of pride"5 overlay the shamefulness of being Italian American. The "new ethnic" pride of the 1960s, as the results from the interviews show, covered up Italians' history of being undesirable citizens and racially suspect. Of course, the Italian case is by no means comparable to the history of continued exclusion as experienced by African Americans or other non-white groups who have fewer options in choosing an ethnic identity.6
Secondly, the argument that descendants of southern and eastern European immigrants formed the ideal type for the "immigrant paradigm" ignores that during the Italian migration of the turn of the last century almost half of all Italians who traveled to the United States returned to their home country. When passing through the "golden door" they had no intentions of becoming American.7 We can see that in the biography of Beatrice La Motta's uncle, Vincenzo Stranieri, who crossed the Atlantic several times until a cardiac arrest in Taranto in 1974 put his transnational life to rest.8 Moreover, his parents, after having lived in the United States, returned to Italy for good: for them becoming American was not the prime goal of their lives. Thirdly, Ngai's argument does not capture the experience of the thousands of southern Italians who had the intention of migrating to the United States, yet were barred from entering as a result of the Immigration Act of 1924.9 The narrative of the "nation of immigrants" neglects all those people. Fourthly, not everybody found the lure of suburbia enticing. Some of my interviewees had a proud history of continuity
